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the Interference of   the Government   officer in elections   in the  Buldana District and
the harassment of candidates belonging to a certain  party.
In the course of his speech Mr. Iftikar AH referred to the fact that the Non-
Brahmin Party of Buldana had carried on peaceful propaganda in favour of their
candidates and the party opposed to them had sought to move the authorities to take
action against Mr. Anandaswami and Mr. Pandbari Patel, who were the leaders of the
party. Certain persons interested in putting down the candidates of the party had
also applied to the authorities to take action under Section 153 against Mr. Anand-
swami, that an ex-parte enquiry was held, that a certain official called the leaders
and threatened to take proceedings against them and that such interference had im-
peded the propaganda work in that district.
Mr. R. A. Kanitkar, opposing the motion, said that the mover's statements were
mostly incorrect. The Non-Brahman Party indulged in vulgar propaganda against
barristers and pleaders and exhorted the electorate to send in only uneducated per-
sons to the Assembly. Even Hindu women were attacked and aspersions cast on their
character by some speakers. He hoped the House would not tolerate such methods
whatever party was resorting to these methods. The phrases used at one meeting
were so vulgar that they might have easily provoked a riot Immediately after the
election in 1930 riots on mass scale had broken out in Buldana District in which
rioters resorted to looting and arson. Apprehending a repetition of it, certain Bar
Associations in the district unanimously passed resolutions urging the authorities to
prevent the dissemination of defamatory propaganda and to safeguard their rights.
The allegation that the enquiry was held in camera was unfounded. The speaker
failed to understand how taking action against persons who excited class hatred could
be construed as hampering electioneering propaganda.
The Hon'ble Mr. Raghavendro Rao, Home Member, opposing the motion, said the
matter was engaging the attention of the Government and he did not propose to
anticipate their decision. He added that the policy of the Government about elections
was the same as outlined by the Home Member in the Legislative Assembly, He
urged the councillors and other Democrats not to stir evil forces, having regard to
the good of the province and the future of democracy.
Eao Saheb Fulay (Labour), Mr. C. B. Parekh (Nagpur) and Mr. V, B. Choubal
supported the motion on principle, namely, interference in election propaganda and
urged upon the Government to show more tolerance. The last-named speaker also
appealed to Mr. Iftikar AH to withdraw the motion as his purpose had been served.
Elian Bahadur Mirza Rahman Beg (Akola) opposed the motion, while Seth
Seolal deplored the activities of those leaders who had engineered a motion that
would embitter the feelings.
Mrs. Tambe said that women were prepared to face the hardships of political
life, but urged those who indulged in propaganda not to cast aspersions on the
character of women.
Mr. Y. y. Kale said that after the ousting of the Brahmins in the local bodies
as a result of Non-Brahmin propaganda, a second phase had arisen, namely, agitation
by the uneducated Non-Brahmins against their own educated brethren. The rise of
the communal parties was depressing. He also opposed the motion.
After his final speech, Mr. Iftikar Ali announced his withdrawal of the adjourn-
ment motion.
MONET LENDBES' AMEND. BILL
For the first time in the history of the second reformed Council, an amendment
was to-day declared lost, no one voting in its favour and twenty-one against. The
motion was in respect of a non-official Bill including mortgages in the provisions of
the Money-Lenders Act and was sponsored by Nationalists and opposed by the
People's Party. "When it was pressed to a division, Nationalists refrained from
voting and the original Bill tabled by Khan Bahadur Mirza Rahman Beg was then
passed Into law. The House was then prorogued.